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OVCART

flonorable Cyrus &, Vasce
Deputy Secretary of Lefense
Vepartwent of Defense
washington, b, €,

Poar Ny, Vaaee:

in acoordance with o suggestion to the Director,
we have explored the possibility of ugiag an UXCART
vehicle in speed trials to bweak the worla's gpeed Crecord,
He have made this study with the wndesretanding that we
should protect the covert aspects of the UECART project
ag well as maiontaining sevurity of the seasitive
characteristice of this type aiveranft,

In exasining what has to he done in order to establiiah
a world speed record, we have Yound that the reguiresents
for certifying sueh & record ares as follows:

a. The speed trials wust be conducted by the
Pederation feronautigue internationale (FAI) (im
Faris), working through the U, &. National heronputic
associastion {(HAA),

B, it is possible (move likely probable) that
foreige nationnis would insist on taking part io such
f test,

8. The ¥AI/HALA vepresmsntatives must:

1. Inepect the aireraft ou behal?d of the
¥AY and repovrt to thewn,

2, Lertify ihe taksolf and landing,

e Validate the photo panel and/or
baregrapn ipstallation used for test PRPPOEES
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: 4, Certify positive radar and optical
i tracking during the test runs.

f In view of the foregoing, there appears little likeliw
hood of our protecting the security of UXCART as an operational
vehicle,

Other factors which have a bearing on this problem are
as follows:

a., OXCART #121 is the only vebhiele that has
: heen operating at the high speeds required for a
: world's speed record,

b, Using OZCART #121 for the speed trials
would eliminate that vehicle from our flight test
progyam for an estimated three or four weeks, which
would represent ten to twelve lost flight tests.

¢. O3CART #121 is a unique alreraft in torms
of it tegt instrumentation and is invaluable in its
sncillary reliability and repeatability support role
in qualifying the operational vehicles for sustained
Hach 2.8 £light and the eventual 3.2 ecapability,

d. If we were to enter one of the genulne OGICARY
aireraft in a speed run, it would be easgily recognized
as distinct from and asg additional to the three aireraft
now at Edwards, and the whole question of its source
and companions would then arise.

If wo are to meet ouy primary objective of establisbing
the OSCART operational recosnaissance capability at Mach 2.8
(BEYIARK) at the earliest date practicable and cevtsinly by
sarly Hovember, we conclude that it would mot be wise to
attenpt to use an QICART va@ieia for world speed Trials
at this {ime,
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